
Cen-Tex Modelers 

     Chapter– H  Big Bird & Fly In Events – 2014-2020 

• Big Bird -- May 2014  Pg 2-6 

• Butch Memorial Fly-In -- Oct 2014  Pg 7-9 

• Big Bird -- Apr 2015  Pg 10-16 

• Big Bird -- Apr 2016  Pg 17-20 

• Veterans Day Event -- Nov 2017  Pg 21-27 

• Annual Big Bird Event -- May 2018  Pg 28-41 

• Big Bird -- Jun 2019  Pg 42-49 

• Big Bird – Oct 2020  Pg 50-55 

      

  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                                   BIG BIRD – 17-18 MAY 2014                 
                                                   

 
The Big Bird event was held on 17-18 May 2014 and was CD’d by Jim Hillin.   The weather was great, lots of sun, with a bid 
of wind at times.    About 25 attended the event with 8 pilots that signed up.   Food was great and thanks to Lee Mitchell for the 
effort in preparing the good.    Below are some pictures of the event. 
 

 
 
         Bob Hass, Charles Culver and Jim Hillin 
 
 

 
 
              Hubert Dirr, reporter and Jim Hillin 
 
 
 

 
 
 
            John Hall and spotter during take off 
  

 
 
                 John Hall and Lee Mitchell 
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                    Unloading and setting up 
 

 
 

 
 
               Part of the aircraft line up 
 

 
 
                    John Hall’s bi plane  
 

 
 
 

 
            Hubert Dirr's Stephen Akro 
 
 



 
               Hubert Dirr's Stearman PT-17 
 
 

 
 
                                     Lift off 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
               Looking for fire hydrant  







 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
                                   BUTCH SPRADLING MEMORIAL FLY IN – OCTOBER 2014 
 
 

 
 
On 18 October 2014, a memorial fly in was held in honor of Butch Spradling, who passed in October 2014.  His name 
was placed on the club’s memorial plaque at the field.   Members of his family were in attendance with many of the club 
members also in attendance.  Below are some pictures of the event. 
 

 
 
              Hubert Dirr with his Eindecker   
 

 
 
          Another view of Hubert’s Eindecker 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CEN-TEX MODELERS INC. 
 
P.O. BOX 874                                                    KILLEEN, TEXAS 76540 



 
 
        Herman Syx and other club members 
 

 
 
    Hubert setting up wing support wires on the Eindecker 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
            Richard Chambers and others 
 

 
 
   Jim Hillin giving memorial to those in attendance 

 

 

 
 
              Those in attendance for Memorial  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
         Clubs Memorial Remembrance  Plaques  

http://www.centexmodelers.com/images/events/2014/Butch/IMG_3217.JPG
http://www.centexmodelers.com/images/events/2014/Butch/IMG_3218.JPG


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                              ANNUAL BIG BIRD EVENT – 18-19 APRIL 2015 
 

 

The annual club Big Bird event was held on 18-19 April 2015.   Considering the weather, the turnout was really good, over 19 

pilots signed up.   Rough count of those in attendance was over 25.   Thanks to Jill Hillin the club event CD, everyone had a 

great time and enjoyed flying and great conversation with others.   Below are some pictures of the event. 

 

 
 

       Jim Hillin and John Hall at registration 

 

 

 
 

                   Richard Chambless  setting up 

 
 

                   B17 from Austin Club 
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                           Richard Chambless 

 
  

                  John Hall’s plane 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                 William Stone and Hubert Dirr 

 
 

                 Hubert Dirr setting up his Eindecker 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

                             Line Up 

 

 
 

                           Jim Hillin’s Plane 

 
   

                      B17 with follow me Jeep 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

                   William Stone hard at work 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

                 John Hall’s plane 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



          



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

     

 

 

     

 

                                   BIG BIRD – APRIL 16-17 APRIL 2016 
 

 

The club held its annual Big Bird event on Saturday, 16 April 2016.   The event for Sunday, 17 April 2016 was cancelled due 

to impending rain.  Approximately 10 pilots registered for the event, with 20 plus individuals attending.  The event Contest 

Director was Jim Hillin.   A good time was had by all in attendance.   Below are some pictures of the event. 

 

 
 

                                      Setting Up 

 

 
 

                         Part of the gang  setting up 
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                  Breakfast of Champions 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

                       Jim Hilin’s plane   

 



 
 

                     More of the gang 

 

 
 

                            Ready for take off 

 

 

 

 
 

                   John Hall and Charles Culver 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                             VETERANS DAY EVENT – 11 NOVEMBER 2017 
 

 

 

The club held a Veterans day event on 11 November 2017.   Many club members attended and the day was enjoyed by all.  

Below are pictures of the event. 
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                                        ANNUAL BIG BIRD EVENT  -  19 MAY 2018 
 

 

 

The club held its annual Big Bird Fly In Event on 19 May 2018.  The weather was very good, a bit windy, but all in all was 

great.  Over 22 pilots registered for the event.   A good time was had by all.   The food was great.  Below are some pictures of 

the event and aircraft. 
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                            Annual Big Bird Event – 1st – 2nd  June 2019 
 

 

 

The club held its annual Big Bird event on 1 and 2 June 2019. The weather was great, light wind and lots of sun.   A great time 

was had by all that attended.   Below are some pictures of the event. 
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                              ANNUAL BIG BIRD – 10 OCTOBER 2020 
 

 

The annual club Big Bird event was held on 10 October 2020.  Turn out for the event was decent and fun was had by all.  The 

early morning fog took sometime to clear off, but once it left, flying was great.  Below are some pictures of the event.   
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